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In the Cla±ms 

The status of claims in the case is as follows: 

1 1. [Currently amended] A method for processing invoices 

2 by having the individual employee of an enterprise creating 

3 an original order for goods and services for end-use by said 

4 individual employee determine that a resulting invoice 

5 should be paid or not, comprising the steps of: 

6 receiving at an enterprise accounting and catalog 

7 system from said individual employee a requisition for 

8 goods or services from a vendor for end-use by said 

9 individual employee; 

10 said enterprise accounting and catalog system preparing 

11 from said requisition a purchase order; 

12 said enterprise accounting and catalog system 

13 submitting said purchase order selectively as one of an 

14 EDI message and a paper purchasing document to said 

15 vendor; 

16 receiving from said ueiiUor a f i rst ygr^dpr an invoice 
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for said goods or services bule^U^cly as an electronic 
invoice aiid a jjup^j- ■ iimulcc, JciiU ^ lI u uLluilI^ iiiioicc 
Ltfluy j- u L,ci>^cd for processing by said enterprise 
accounting and catalog system^. 

v^of^Svlnq <^T-r>m a F ^r-onri vendor an invoice fpr qgQds or 
^^T-^ines a-^ ^ T^aoer invoice and oald p apci liiuulcc 
btilit«j x u oJ-ivcd for processing to said enterprise 
accounting and catalog system by accounts payable 
personnel other than said individual employees- 
preparing an invoice image of an invoice received for 
said goods or services ordered by said individual 



28 employee; 

29 storing said invoice image in an image store; 
keying said image to invoice data; 



said enterprise accounting and catalog system 
communicating by electronic mail an invoice a plurality 
o£ confirmation i-^qucafc requests to said individual 
employee creating said uj-l y inal orde r ori ginal ordeyg 
for goods or services for end-use by said individual 

END920000175US1 3 S/N 09/815,313 
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employee, each said request instructing said individual 
employee to log on to said enterprise accounting and 
catalog system, including said invoice data and a link 
to said invoice image, and specifying that each said 
invoice is subject selectively to negative confirmation 
41 and positive confirmation processing. 



36 
37 
38 
39 
40 



said negative confirmation processing fgr a first 
r^on^irmation request including advising said individual 
employee via e-mail that said invoice is confirmed 
unless specifically not approved by said individual 
employee, and said positive confirmation processing fo£ 
47 ^ ^>^nond confirmatio n request including advising said 

individual employee that said invoice will be confirmed 
upon entry by said individual employee of approval; 

providing at a user workstation a search interface in 
said enterprise accounting and catalog system for said 
individual employee to enter criteria and have links to 
images of invoices that match said criteria be 
displayed at said user workstation; and 

responsive to selection of a link by said individual, 
displaying said invoice image for approval by said 

END920000175U31 4 S/N 09/815,313 
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57 individual creating said original order selectively by 

58 said negative confirmation and positive confirmation 

59 processing. 

1 2. [Original] The method of claim 1, further comprising 

2 the step of: 

3 preparing said invoice images by scanning paper 

4 invoices received from a vendor. 

1 3. [Previously presented] The method of claim 2, furthei 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 preparing other of said invoice images by converting 

4 electronic invoices received from a vendor into an 

5 image file representation having the look of a paper 

6 invoice . 

1 4. [Previously presented] The method of claim 1, said 

2 invoice confirmation request advising said individual 

3 employee to process said confirmation as negative 

4 confirmation or a positive confirmation. 

END920000175US1 5 S/N 09/815,313 
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1 5. [Previously presented] The method of claim 4, said 

2 invoice confirmation request further advising said 

3 individual employee to log on to a front-end requisition and 

4 catalog server to view invoices for confirmation. 



1 6. [Previously presented] The method of claim 5, further 

2 comprising the step responsive to said individual employee 

3 logging on to. said front-end server of displaying a list of 

4 invoices awaiting confirmation and responsive to user 

5 selection of a selected invoice, presenting images of 

6 invoices corresponding to links selected by said individual 



7 employee. 

1 7. [Previously presented] The method of claim 1, further 

2 comprising the steps of presenting to said individual 

3 employee an interface for selecting images of invoices 

4 matching a selection criteria. 

a. [Canceled] 

1 9. [Currently amended] A system for processing invoices 

2 by having the individual employee creating an original order 

3 for goods or services for end use by said individual 

END920000175US1 6 S/N 09/815,313 
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4 determine that a resulting invoice should be paid or not, 

5 comprising: 

6 a front-end requisition and catalog system; 

7 a back-end procurement services system; 

8 a scanner for scanning images of invoices; 

9 an image system and store for storing said scanned 

10 images and serving them to said workstation keyed to 

11 said invoice; 

12 a workstation selectively receiving user entry from 

13 said individual employee of a requisition request for 

14 goods or services for end-use by said individual 

15 employee, receiving confirmation requests, and viewing 

16 images of invoices from said image system and store; 

17 said confirmation request instructing said individual 
le employee to log on to said back-end system to view and 

19 approve « first j nvoice an luu ' oicu j.el > !.ctivcly by 

20 negative and ^ «^nond invoice bv positive confirmation 

21 processing, said negative confirmation processing 

22 including advising said individual employee via e-mail 

END920000175US1 7 S/N 09/815,313 
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23 that said invoice is confirmed unless specifically not 

24 approved by said individual employee, and said positive 

25 confirmation processing including advising said 

2 6 individual employee that said invoice will be confirmed 

27 upon entry by said individual employee of approval; 



said front-end system selectively receiving said 



28 

isition requests from said workstation, forwarding 
said requisition requests to said back-end system, and 
receiving confirmation requests from said back-end 



29 requ 
30 



31 



32 sys 



35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 



tem for forwarding to said workstation; and 



33 said back-end system selectively issuing purchase 

34 orders against said requisitions to a vendor 
5el <^ L.Li^g.l7 f^i- Ipast one invpice. as one-cre-am 
electronic -invoice and annfher invoice ag ^ paper 
purchase order, receiving and processing invoices 
electronic invoices directly from said vendor and paper 
invoices as received and processed by accounts payable 
personnel other than said individual employee, keying 
invoice images to invoice information, and processing 



41 

4 2 confirmation requests to said front-end system for 

43 communication to said workstation for approval by said 

4 4 individual employee creating said original order for 

END920000n5USl 8 S/N 09/315,313 
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14 
15 



goods or services for end use by said individual 



4 6 employee . 

1 10. [Currently amended] A program storage device readable 

2 by a machine, rangibly embodying a program of instructions 

3 executable by a machine to perform a method for processing 

4 invoices by having the individual employee creating an 

5 original order as an end user of a commodity or service 

6 determine that a resulting invoice should be paid or not, 

7 said method comprising: 

8 rAnP>ivinq a plurg Hi-v of invoices;. 

9 preparing ^r.r- ^^nh said invoice, an invoice image; 

10 storing said invoice image in an image store; 

11 keying said image to invoice data; 

12 communicating ^^^-^T ^r>H .second invoice confirmation 

13 ^ q uest requests to said individual employee, said 
request including said invoice data fnr respective 
•ir^vnice confi rmatior. requests and a link respectiv? 
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links to T baid invuit^e imo g c invojgg im^geg .; 



17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 



responsive to requester selection ul said firgt 
liak, displaying aald Inuuic^ a r.orregponf^i ng invoice 
image to said individual employee for approval by said 
individual employee creating said original order 
according to a specified confirmation processi. 
cuuJ.i>^LiiiSj J^eleoLlucl^ of said indivjrHl^l empjQyee 
p.^n^.^.c^ina ^ first inv oice bv a negative confirmation 
process including advising said individual employee via 
e-mail that said first invoice is confirmed unless 
specifically not approved by said individual employee, 
and ^^iri indiv-iHiiRl emp T^y^^e pror^sqing a secon<^ 
invoice bv a positive confirmation process including 
advising said individual employee that said invoice 
will be confirmed upon entry by said individual 



31 employee of approval. 



1 11. [Currently amended] A computer program product for 

2 processing invoices by having the individual employee 
creating an original order for goods and services for end- 
use by said individual employee determine that a resulting 



3 



4 



5 invoice should be paid or not according to steps comprising: 

END92OO00175US1 10 S/N 09/815,313 
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6 receiving at an enterprise accounting and catalog 

7 system from nn^ or more of said individual yjuployec- 

8 em ployees ^ plurality of a lequl^iLlui - i requisitions for 

9 goods or services from a vendor for end use by said 

10 individual eniplovec- employees; 

11 said enterprise accounting and catalog system preparing 

12 from said xbiqul- s itlon a puruliaae u^dcx - y^gyiisitions a 

13 pluralit y of purr^h^aQ orders; 

14 said enterprise accounting and catalog system 

15 submitting each said purchase order selectively as EDI 
15 message and a paper purchasing docuinent Lo said ^ 

17 vendor; 

18 receiving Ij-uiu :.aid -F-rnm a first vendor an invoice for 

19 said goods or services y ^ilbJi^Ll u ' ely as an electronic 

20 invoice aiid a papei lAi^;oic& , said electronic invoice 

21 being received for processing by said enterprise 

22 accounting and catalog systemjL 

23 rRCieivincr from a .^^nond vendor an invoice fpy ^^i^^ 

24 goods or serves as a paper invoice > and ^aid ^aj^ paper 

25 invoice being received for processing to said 

END920000175US1 H ^/"^ 09/815,313 
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2 6 enterprise accounting and catalog system by accounts 

27 payable personnel other than said individual employee; 

28 preparing aa lin^oice liua»jjc ^ntroin«:> images of an iuwuitc 
2 9 ^ olural.H^Y nf invoices received for said goods or 

3Q services ordered by said individual tjiiipluyac emplQVQes ; 

31 storing said invoice - iinasja in InYQice images in an 

32 image store; 

33 keying each said image to correspQnding invoice data; 

34 said enterprise accounting and catalog system 

35 communicating by electronic mail an invoice 

36 confirmation reqiaest for ^ach invQir-e image to said 

37 individual employee, said request instructing said 

38 individual employee to log on to said enterprise 

39 accounting and catalog system, including said invoice 

40 data and a link to said invoice image, and specifying 

41 that said invoice is selectively subject to negative 

42 confirmation and positive confirmation processing, 

4 3 first invriine oroc> =^.'»3ed bv said negative confirmation 

4 4 processing including advising said individual employee 

4 5 via e-mail that said first invoice is confirmed unless 

END920000175US1 12 S/N 09/815,313 
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46 specifically not approved by said individual employee, 

4 7 and a c.^nnnd i n^^n^ir■fl prnnp^ssed bv said positive 

48 confirination processing including advising said 

individual employee that said invoice will be confirmed 
upon entry by said individual employee of approval; 



49 
50 



51 
52 
53 
54 



56 
57 
58 
59 
60 



providing at a user workstation a search interface in 
said enterprise accounting and catalog system for said 
individual employee to enter criteria and have links to 
images of invoices that match said criteria be 



55 displayed at said user workstation; and 



responsive to selection of a link by said individual 
employee, displaying said invoice image for approval by 
said individual employee creating said original order 
for goods or services for end use by said individual 
employee selectively by said negative confirmation and 
gl positive confirmation processing. 

1 12. [Previously presented] The program storage device of 

2 claim 10, said method further comprising: 

3 preparing said invoice images by scanning paper 

4 invoices received from a vendor. 
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1 13. [Previously presented] The program storage device of 

2 claim 12, said method further comprising: 

3 preparing other of said invoice images by converting 

4 electronic invoices received from a vendor into an 

5 image file representation having the look of a paper 

6 invoice. 

1 14. [Previously presented] The program storage device of 

2 claim 10, said invoice confirmation request advising said 

3 individual employee to process said confirmation as negative 

4 confirmation or a positive confirmation. 

1 15. [Previously presented] The program storage device of 

2 claim 14, said invoice confirmation request further advising 

3 said individual employee to log on to a front- end 

4 requisition and catalog server to view invoices for 

5 confirmation. 

1 16. [Previously presented] The program storage device of 

2 claim lb, said method further comprising responsive to said 

3 individual employee logging on to said front-end server of 

4 displaying a list of invoices awaiting confirmation and 
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5 responsive to selection of a selected invoice by said 

6 individual employee, presenting images of invoices 

7 corresponding to links selected by said individual employee. 

1 17. [Previously presented] The program storage device of 

2 claim 10, said method further comprising presenting to said 

3 individual employee an interface for selecting images of 

4 invoices matching a selection criteria. 
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